"HISTORY OF WESTERN SADDLES" 





/HE American and Mexican saddle of 
_ J yesteryear and today can trace its ancestry 
to the Spanish war saddle of the 16th century, 
when the Conquistadors conquered and colonized 
what is now Mexico. 



THE MEXICAN COWBOY SADDLE 
^_[he early Spaniards, with their herds of Span- 
ish Longhom cattle were forced, through neces- 
sity, to re-design a saddle that would adapt itself cinch 
to the new art of roping cattle from horseback. 
Pictured here is a general adaptation of the early 
Spanish war saddle. 





THE AMERICAN COWBOY SADDLE 
\/\/hen the American pioneer settled in the land 
above the Rio Grande, (Texas), he watched and 
copied the ways of the Mexican vaqueros. Rough 
and highly individualistic, he soon modified the 
Mexican horse gear to his liking. He changed the 
big horn to a small one. The saddle tree he 
covered with a heavier rawhide, adding small 
upper skirts, or jockies, to the front and back 
tree bars. He added a flank cinch and so estab- 
lished the double rig. 
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( AND HOW HE GOES FOR A ^"\ 
h. V RIDE THROUGH THE AIR J 
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PANCHO IS POOR WITH FIGURES? 
BUT EVEN HE CAN ADD THE SEFJOR 
SHERIFF GARRITY, AND THE BAD 
HOMBRES.AND THE LOVELY 
SENORITA---AND GET TROUBLE?, 





WE--ELL.WITH ALL THQSE 
ROBBERIES UP THAT WAY. 
SUPPOSE SOME ROAD 
I AGENT HELD UP THE 

STAGE 



HE'D GET ONLY A FEW 
DOLLARS FROM MEfMY 
UNCLE WROTE WARN- 
NG ME ABOUT THE 
OUTLAWS.. 






IM NANCY BINGHAM' 
PERHAPS YOU KNOW 
MY UNCLE, SHERIFF/ 
\GARRITY7y-y fr-^A 


/SHORE DO, MA'AM' 
'/ONE 0' MY GOOD 
(FRIENDS' I RE- 
-COLLECT THE TIME 
gsHlMAN' ME .■gr*' 
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/HOLtTYOUR FIRE? ) - 
\l'M STQPPiN'-- <J 


(AN' ABOUT ^ 
\jlME, TOOf,) . 
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IN THE MEANTIME 




/W YOU TAKE 
S THAT.' — ** 
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YOU'RE NOT£OING TO 
TO THE CAFE AT ALL' 
YOU'RE EATINS 
SUPPER WITH THE 
GARRITYS ANDMEf 




"THE THREE QUEENS? 
IF THE BRACELET THIEF 
HAS A SWEETHEART IN 
PUEBLO, THAT 13 WHERE 

t WE WILL FIND HER ' mm 





IT It ALMOST OAWN WfitN CISCO AND PANCHO 
Hipt INTO THE OUTSKIRTS OF PUESLO.. . . 



NANC^r WHAT 
JAIL'S NO PLACE 
GAL LIKE YOU 
OUT 0' HERE 



IN BLAZES ' J J i 
ACE FOR A //r 
' CLEAR f\ Pi 





YOU BLAMED FOOLS 
IN THIS WIND, THE 
WHOLE TOWN'S 
LIABLE TOGO UP A 
IN SMOKEfy— %'. 


I/TV/hE'S RIGHT, MEN' \H 
/(<»/ WE'RE ACTIN' LOCO? IS] 
Lj- GET WATER AN' JH 
WlBUCKETSf PRONTOf/-*] 
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NOONE ELSE HAD THE 
OPPORTUNITY TO PUT THE 
CARDS AND CASH IN OUR 
SADDLEBAGSr LET US 
LOOK INSIDE HIS WOODEN 
LEGf IT MIGHT BE HOLLOW 





This afternoon finds the Cisco kid and pangho in the \ 

PECOS -RIVER COUNTRY... 





AND THE TOWN OF Y / AHAf THEN PANCHO HAVE 

WESTOVER HAS SPRUNG /[ THE FRIJOLES.THE 

UP ON THE OTHER SIDE/\ TORTILLAS- HURRY, 

OFTHE RIDGE.SO— f f CISCO' PANCHO SMELL 



rSAME HERE' BUT IF WE 
'DON'T GET THIS LOAD 0' 
BULLION THROUGH TO THE 
MINT, THE GOLD HILL OUT- 
FIT'S LIABLE TO BE 
SHUTTIN' DOWN! 




TOM WILEY 
CAN'T KEEP 
LOSIN' CAR- 
GOES TO ROAD 
AGENTS AN' 
STAY IN . 
BUSINESSff 


( I DON'T SAVVY 
WHY IT'S ALWAYS 
OUR BULLION 
THAT GETS 
STOLEN 1 THE 
L SOLCONDA 
1 AIN'T LOST-- 
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/NICE WORK, BURKE? 1 
' GROUND-REIN 'EM< 
THEY'LL STAND f 



SURE IS r GET OVER 
HERE AN' GIMME A 
HAND? SOMEBODY ' 
MIGHTA HEARD THOSE 
SHOTS" 






SANTO'ANOTHER 

HOMBRE' UPON 

THE SEAT' PANCHO 

THINK THEY ARE 

BOTH DEADT 




Later, on the outskirts of westover 



SO MATT AN'I SAID WE'D TAKE 
THIS LOAD THROUGH ALONE' 
I DIDN'T TELL A LIVIN' SOUL 
BUT LINDA' I'M SURE NEITHER 
SHE NOR MATT DID ANY 
t TALKIN" 




WE AIN'T IN BUSINESS FOR OUR 

HEALTH f AN' WE AIN'T BUYIN' 

3 ORE, NOR HIRIN' NOBODY? 

l SO KEEP MOVIN - ! 



BUT, SENOR, I WAS 

TOLD YOU NEEDED 

MEN' 




THATIS STRANGE! HOW COULD 
THAT HOMBRE KNOW ABOUT TODAY'S 
ROBBERY, UNLESS... SANTO.' j 

OF COURSE? , ^~~ 

THAT MUST J ^^1?^ 
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HOVE, DIABLO? IF I AM TO 
PROVE WHAT 1 THINK, WE ' 
HAVE MANY MILES TO COVER 

BEFORE MIDNIGHT'/ 



PPULLUP,PANCHOf II 
WE WILL LEAVE THE X^ 
HORSES HERE AND GO J " 



SHHfONEOF WfPANCHO WOULD 
THEM IS VERYf LIKE TO SEE 

close r i ji him, too r 

CAN HEAR f\ THEN PANCHO 
KNOW WHICH 
WAY TO RUN' , 




I'll, kill you 

FOR THIS, 
CISCO 





^ RUN, ^\ 
(PANCHO'/ 
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,{ WHAT ELSE) ■ 
V PANCHO / ** 
I DO?/' 
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QUICK, PANCMO' , , r«.,^n«..«. 
LIE DOWN I OR THE \( WORRY SO LONG 
BLAST WILL KNOCK | AS BLAST NOT 

YOU OFF YOUR FEETJJV BLOW HIS FEET 






NOW, NOMBRES, 
WILL YOU DROP 
„ YOUR GUNS'' - 



YEAH' ONLY MAKE PANCHO 
TAKE THAT MATCH AWAY 
FROM THAT DYNAMITE f IF 
IS FINGERNAIL SLIPS 




PANCHO GOTNO) s* ANDNOW WE WILL 
MATCH' THIS i (TAKE THEM TO SENOR 
PANCHOS TOOTHAi SHERIFF' PERHAPS 
PICK' CISCO CHE WILL FORGIVE US 
AND PANCHO PLAYtt THEN FOR THE TRICK 
GOOD TRICK ONJfWE PLAY ON HIM/^i 
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CISCO' I'M GLAO YOU'RE 
NOT GONE' BURKES 
TALKED PLENTY' THEY 
KEPT TRACK 0' WILEY'S 
SHIPMENTS BY WATCHIN 
GOLD HILL THROUGH A 

- — ' HOMBRES' BUT, 
/CISCO, YOU ARE 
I SMARTER — PANCNQ, 
\THIHK " 






The American Cowboy's outfit and customs 
differed somewhat throughout the west, but essen- 
tially, it was the same. 

Pictured here, he is dressed in everyday work- 
ing clothes. The large leather chaps worn, pro- 
tected his legs from sharp thorns and rough brush. 
Though soft and drawling of speech, he was a 
hard-working, tough, two-fisted man. The Colt 
.45 he usually wore, was a way of self-preserva- 
tion and sometimes, justice. It is a known fact 
that this breed of man opened, settled and tamed 
the west for the people of today. 



The Mexican vaquero or cowboy outfit, differ- 
ed mainly in costume styles. His hat was usually 
higher crowned with a very wide brim. Also, in- 
stead of Levi dungarees, he wore tight fitting, 
ankle-snug breeches. The Mexican cowboy was 
an excellent horseman and cattleman. Many of 
his ranching methods were adopted by pioneer 
Americans settling in Texas. As a man, he was 
extremely gallant, but quick to anger when 
wronged. Pictured here, he is in Fiesta or holiday 
garb. His bolero jacket usually was designed with 
intricate gold or silver cloth. 




/2ide the trail ofo 

adventute and tomance 
with the (2iico Kid and 



'ancho 




k\ 



VnX, 



'~*^ * *" 



T 



"& 7 I 



